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under Mr. Baldwin when he succeeded the former^
but assumed an attitude of benevolent neutrality
reminiscent of that of Pitt towards the administration
of Addington. Had they been in the Government they
might have been able to dissuade Mr. Baldwin from
the disastrous General Election of 19233 which was one
of the rare occasions in his career when he proved
completely out of touch with public opinion. "It
almost seemed/' Mr. Arthur Bryant has written, uas
though the most English of Prime Ministers had
allowed the Celtic blood in his veins to boil over/5

What Mr. Chamberlain's position might have
become had Mrs Baldwin not gone to the country,, or
had he returned victorious, it is impossible to say, but
the presence of a Socialist Government in office
brought all Conservatives together, and when victory
came in the autumn of 1924,5 Mr. Baldwin secured the
King's permission to offer to Mr. Chamberlain the
Foreign Secretaryship, which he gladly accepted. The
new head of the Foreign Office was sixty-one, and he
had many years of public service behind him, but his
claim to immortality was to rest on those that still lay
ahead.